Death anxiety and job stress in hospice and medical-surgical nurses.
This study compared death anxiety and frequency and severity of job stress in 30 hospice and 40 medical-surgical nurses. Death anxiety was assessed through the Templer/McMordie Death Anxiety Scale, job stress through the Gray-Toft/Anderson Nursing Stress Scale. There were no significant group differences in the death anxiety scores nor in the total scores for the frequency segment of the nursing stress scale. The medical-surgical nurses scored a significantly higher total for the severity segment of the nursing stress scale. Death anxiety correlated significantly with frequency and severity of job stress for medical-surgical nurses but not for hospice nurses. Death anxiety correlated highly significantly with death and dying as a source of stress for the medical-surgical nurses.